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JUDO AUSTRALIA ACT INC (JA(ACT)) BY-LAWS 
 
1. OBJECTS 

 
The JA(ACT) is governed by its Constitution and the By-Laws support the 
Constitution and outline the rules that control the actions of the JA(ACT). 

 
The Objects of the JA(ACT) shall be to: 

a. adopt and exercise Judo in the ACT and act as the sole Australian affiliated 
member of the JA  

b. conduct, encourage, promote, advance, control and manage all levels of 
Judo in the ACT 

c. encourage the provision and development of appropriate facilities for 
participation in Judo in the ACT 

d. maintain and enhance standards, quality and reputation of Judo for the 
collective and mutual benefit and interest of Members 

e. promote the sport of Judo for commercial, government and public 
recognition and benefits 

f. promote, control, manage and conduct Judo events, competitions and 
championships within the ACT. 

 
2. MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS FOR CLUB AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 

 
a. The Constitution describes ACT membership processes and requirements, 

including the registration procedure for an Individual Member 
 

b. The membership application procedures for Club Members shall be as 
determined by the relevant Club 

 
c. All members of a club must be registered members of the Judo Australia 

ACT Inc 
 

d. Club and State registration shall occur within 2 weeks of an individual 
undertaking judo activity 
 

e. To maintain and gain membership a bone fide club must: 
i. register their members and all members must be registered members 

of the JA(ACT) Inc 
ii. have registered coaches and all club coaches must be registered 

members of the JA(ACT) Inc; and the principal coach must have an 
CAF accreditation 

iii. comply with vulnerable people requirements 
iv. have a person with first aid qualifications during training 
v. ensure a safe environment to practice judo. 

 
f. For a club to be considered a bona fide club it shall comprise of a minimum 

of one (1) CAF accredited coach and at least six (6) members. 

 

g. Clubs are encouraged to run at least 1 mini ACT competition each year.  

Smaller clubs will be assisted by the JA(ACT). 

 

3. COMMITTEE 
 

The Constitution describes the powers, and other things, of the Committee.  The 
Committee shall: 



a. consist of ‘office bearers’ (Executive Committee Members - the President, the 
Secretary and the Treasurer) and ‘bone fide clubs’ (General Committee 
Members) 

 
b. General Committee Members shall consist of no more than two (2) members 
of each JA(ACT)Inc. affiliated club nominated by their affiliated club by 
written authority. 

 
c. Member Clubs may replace their General Committee Member(s) from time to 
time by written authority. 

 
d. Any Committee Member, without good reason, who is absent from four (4) 
consecutive committee meetings shall be deemed no longer a member of the 
Committee 
 

e. The JA(ACT) Secretary will provide an induction session to new bona fide 
clubs and General Committee Members.  
 

4. FEES 
 
a. The annual membership fees payable by Clubs and Members (or any 

category of Members) shall be as determined at an Annual General Meeting. 
 

b. In order to remain a Club, each Member Club must pay the annual 
membership fees as set by the Committee. 

 
c. In order to remain Members, Affiliates and Individual Members must renew 

their memberships in accordance with the provisions of Clause 7 of the 
JA(ACT) Constitution. 

 
5. QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTED COMMITTEE MEMBERS (OFFICE 

BEARERS) 
 
a. Elected ‘office bearers’ must have the skills, knowledge and experience that 

align with the specific needs of the Association. 
 

b. Nominees for elected positions must demonstrate: 
i. experience in organisational work from either sporting, community or 

business activities 
ii. a knowledge and understanding of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) 

and common law obligations in the areas of governance and director’s 
duties and responsibilities 

iii. an ability to understand a wide range of issues including the 
requirements and objectives of governing not for profit bodies 

iv. an understanding of strategic planning processes and the ability to 
implement developed procedures 

v. an ability to work and communicate effectively within a group 
vi. a commitment to the role and the ability to devote sufficient time and 

energy to the position. 
 

6. BOARD PERFORMANCE REVIEW 
 
a. A Committee performance evaluation shall be conducted each calendar year. 

 
b. The Board’s performance shall be included in the President’s Annual Report.   

 



 
7. PREPARATION OF ACCOUNTS 

 
After the end of each financial year Elected Committee Members must arrange 
for the accounts to be prepared and submitted to the auditor in sufficient time 
to enable the auditor to audit and furnish a report at the Annual General 
Meeting. 

 
8. INTERNAL CONTROL POLICIES 
 

Elected ‘office bearers’ shall ensure that appropriate policies, practices and 
procedures of internal control are implemented and maintained in order to carry 
out activities in an efficient and orderly manner, to safeguard JA(ACT) assets. 

 
9. GRADING AUTHORITY 

 
The JA(ACT) is the grading authority within the ACT, with Dan grades being 
conducted by approved Grading Panels and kyu grades being undertaken by 
club coaches. 

 
10. KYU GRADINGS 

 
a. Kyu gradings shall be undertaken by ACT member DAN grades (black belts).  

The DAN examiner takes responsibility for the standard of the student and 
his/her knowledge of JA requirements. 
 

b. The gradings shall be carried out in accordance with JA Grading Policies and 
to ensure the student receives a JA certificate. 
 

c. To have grades recognised by JA(ACT), the certificate number and date of 
grading must be registered with the JA(ACT) Registrar within one (1) week of 
the grading being conducted. 
 

11. DAN GRADINGS 
 
a. DAN (black belt) gradings shall be performed by an approved ACT Grades 

Panel.   Two (2) copies of the JA DAN Grade Application Form, with passport 
type photographs and fee, must be filled in and submitted to the JA(ACT). 
 

b. Grading Panels will make recommendation for DAN Grades to the JA(ACT) 
who then forwards the recommendation to the National Grades 
Committee/JA Office for consideration and final ratification before approval 
by the JA Board/JA Office. 
 

c. The grading only becomes official when the JA Certificate is issued by the JA 
Office.  The date of JA endorsement is the effective date of the grade not the 
day when the grading was conducted. 

 
12. DAN GRADING PANEL FORMATION 

 
d. Grading Panels conduct DAN examinations in consultation with the National 

Grades Committee and grade under the authority of the Grading Authority 
on behalf of the JA. 
 

e. All grading examinations must be conducted by an approved grading panel. 
 



f. The Grading Panel must have a minimum of three (3) DAN grades, one of 
who must be 2 grades higher than the highest applicant’s rank being 
examined. For example, a Grading Panel for a 3rd DAN applicant sitting for 
4th DAN promotion must have one JA 6th DAN member. 

 

13. REFEREEING 
 

a. ACT referees must be registered members of the JA(ACT). 
 

b. Juniors are able to referee, but are limited to refereeing their age group or 
below. 
 

c. The following procedures apply for referee promotions: 
i. State C: Successfully complete a practical examination. This consists of 

refereeing at ACT club tournaments, and doing reasonably well, as 
judged by the ACT Referee Commission. 

ii. State B: Successfully complete a practical examination. This consists of 
refereeing at ACT club tournaments and ACT State Titles, and performing 
well, as judged by the ACT Referee Commission. 

iii. State A: Successfully complete a practical examination. This consists of 
refereeing at ACT club tournaments and ACT State Titles, and performing 
a proficient level, as judged by the ACT Referee Commission. 
 

d. It is expected that any person planning on becoming a referee will have read 
and gained an understanding of the current Judo rules. Advice on 
interpreting the rules can be obtained from the ACT Referee Commissioner. 
 

e. Regular attendance at tournaments is required to maintain a referee license. 
 

14. COACHING ACCREDITATION FRAMEWORK (CAF) 
 

a. The JA(ACT) will conduct a least 1 CAF seminar each year. 
 

15. COACHING 
 
Terms of reference for a Coaching Commission to be developed by 
October 2018. 
 

16. MEMBER PROTECTION POLICY 
 
a. The JA(ACT) shall have a Member Protection Policy. 

 
b. The wording of the Member Protection Policy, as adopted and amended from 

time to time, shall be published on the JA(ACT) website. 
 

c. Clubs shall adopt, implement and comply with the policy or, if necessary, 
adopt, implement and comply with a version of the policy that has been 
adapted only to the extent that it fulfils the particular legislative and 
regulatory requirements. 

 

17. LIFE MEMBERS 
 

a. On the recommendation of bona fide registered Clubs or elected ‘office 
bearers’, Life Membership may be conferred on any member of good 
character and in good standing who has rendered long standing, 
distinguished and valued service to the sport of Judo in Australia. 



 
b. While length of service shall not of itself confer the right of nomination for 

Life Membership, no member shall be eligible unless they have served the 
sport of Judo for at least fifteen (15) years. 
 

c. The Life Member shall have the same rights, obligations and entitlements as 
an individual Member of the Association. 
 

d. The privileges of a Life Member shall be exemption from the payment of 
Association membership fees, free admission to championships and the right 
to receive notice and attend Annual General Meetings, but shall not confer 
the right to vote unless they are also an appointed voting delegate. 
 

e. Nomination submissions from bona fide registered clubs or ‘office bearers’ 
shall be in writing and shall be accompanied by a statement of the 
qualifications of the nominee and shall close with the Secretary seven (7) 
days prior to the date of the Annual General Meeting at which they are to be 
considered.  
 

f. A resolution conferring Life Membership shall require a 75% majority of 
votes present and eligible to vote at the Annual General Meeting. 
 

18. SERVICE AWARDS 
 

a. The Committee in General Meeting and on the recommendation of the 
Committee may confer a Service Award on any person of good character and 
in good standing who has rendered outstanding service to the sport of Judo 
in Australia either as a competitor, administrator or in some other field of 
endeavour. 
 

b. While length of service shall not of itself confer the right of nomination for 
Service Award, no person shall be eligible unless they have served the sport 
of Judo for at least five (5) years. 
 

c. Bona fide register clubs or ‘office bearers’ may make nominations. 
Nominations shall be accompanied by a statement of the qualifications of the 
nominee. 
 

d. The eligibility of a nominee must be approved by the Committee. 
 

e. A resolution conferring a Service Award shall require a 75% majority of votes 
present and eligible to vote. 
 

f. No more than two (2) Service Awards shall be conferred in any calendar year. 
 
19. VOLUNTEER AWARDS 

 
a. Volunteer Awards will be awarded annually by the JA(ACT). 

 
b. These Awards must be approved by the Committee and shall require a 75% 

majority of votes present and eligible to vote. 
 
 
 
 
 



20. ACT TEAM SELECTION AND FUNDING 

 

a.  The JA(ACT) Committee shall determine the requirements for Team 

Selection and Funding for the following year’s Australian National 

Championships. 

 

b. The decisions on Team Selection and Funding shall be determined at the 

November Committee Meeting the year preceding the Australian National 

Championships. For example, the November 2017 Committee Meeting shall 

determine the requirements for the 2018 National Championships. 

21. DUTIES OF A TEAM MEMBER   
 
a. Must be a registered member of the JA(ACT). 

b. Must compete at the ACT International Open. Special circumstances will be 

looked at. * 

c. Must attend at least 70% of ACT squad training.  Special circumstances will 

be looked at. * 

d. Must compete at least once at an ACT local competition. + 

e. Have a good knowledge of the rules and competition protocols. 

f. Know what age and weight division you intend to compete in. 

g. Endeavour to be as fit as possible. 

h. Your Judo equipment (Judogi obe tee shirt) must comply with the Australian 

sporting code attachment 11. ** 

i. Your judo grade must be equal to or higher than the grade requirement as 

per the Australian sporting code section 6. ** 

j. If you are required to take any medication, e.g. for asthma, it must comply 

with the Australian sporting code attachment 6. ** 

k. Must be nominated by your club and supported by the State Coach. 

l. You are required to carry out the reasonable requests of the team manager 

and or the State coach. 

m. You are required to purchase and fit a back patch as per the Australian 

Sporting code attachment 10, the team manager will supply the patch. ** 

n. You are required to electronically supply a passport sized photo of yourself to 

the team manager. 

o. All money due, as advised by the team manager to be paid prior to the 

National Championships. 

• * b,c & d may be varied in accordance with section 20b. 

• **  The sporting code is available on the JA web site 

www.ausiudo.com.au Resources, corporate documents 

22. DUTY SUMMARY OF TEAM COACH 

 
a. Have current CAF accreditation (preferably Level 2). 
b. Run training session for squad members on a regular basis. 
c. Ensure members strength and fitness levels are pertinent to their individual 
competition requirements. If necessary, arrange for specialist trainers to 
attend training sessions or have players attend specialist training at other 
relevant venues. 



d. Build on the Player Profile, developed Club Coach, for each squad member 
highlighting strengths and weaknesses and discuss these with the player. 

e. Ensure squad members are fully versed and understand the current Rules 
and Sporting Code that apply to Judo and apply coaching techniques 
accordingly. 

f. Attend trial and official weigh-ins at tournaments with players to confirm 
weights and provide advice on quick weight-loss if required. 

g. Constantly monitor squad member’s injuries if applicable and be aware of 
any permanent or on-going medical problems (ie: Asthma, epilepsy, etc). 

h. Be present at mat-side during squad member’s bouts and provide relevant 
information and encouragement to the member during these bouts. 

i. Provide after-bout feedback to squad member. 
j. Be in constant communication with Team Manager and be aware of any 
information the Team Manager deems necessary regarding team member or 
members. 

 
23. DUTY SUMMMARY OF TEAM MANAGER 

  
a. To arrange and purchase uniforms and back patches for the team. 
b. To arrange reasonably priced accommodation for the team. 
c. To provide bank details for any payments. 
d. To undertake all necessary correspondence with the team to ensure that the 
team knows the requirements of the Coach and Manager. 

e. To know all the rules relating to the tournament in which the team is taking 
part and be responsible for informing the team of such rules. 

f. To know the rules of entry to the tournament and to make sure that all 
entries are correct and paid on time. 

g. To attend all meetings held at the tournament in relation to competing 
teams, i.e. the Draws etc. 

h. To update the Draw during the competition, or delegate responsibility to a 
capable person. 

i. Be responsible for the behaviour of the team, and any person travelling with 
the team. 

j. To prepare a written report and present it at the ordinary meeting following 
the competition. 

k. Constantly monitor squad member’s injuries if applicable and be aware of 
any permanent or on-going medical problems (ie: Asthma, epilepsy, etc). 

 

24. CODES OF CONDUCT 

 
a. Officials, Coaches and Managers’ Codes of Behaviour 

 

Encourage the enjoyment of Judo and ensure that the time players spend 
with you is a positive experience. Set an example of good sporting behaviour.  
Operate within the rules and spirit of Judo and encourage your players to do 
the same. 
Make a commitment to providing quality development and support for your 
players by: 

• treating each player as an individual 

• respecting the development stage, talent and goals of each individual 
player 

• helping each player to reach his or her full potential 

• being fair, considerate and honest with players 

• providing a training program, which is planned and sequential 

• seeking continual improvement in your coaching skills, by 
participating in ongoing development. 



 

Act professionally and accept responsibility for your actions by: 

• displaying self-control and respect for the dignity of players, opponents, 
officials and others 

• encouraging your players to demonstrate the same qualities 

• providing a safe environment for training and competition 

• not personally abusing, ridiculing or otherwise undermining players from 
any club 

• avoiding physical contact with players that is not appropriate to the 
situation or necessary for the player’s skill development. 

 

Show concern and caution towards sick and injured players by: 

• allowing participation only when fit to train and play 

• advising players to seek medical advice when required 

• providing a modified training program where appropriate 

• maintaining the same interest towards sick and injured players. 
 

b. Role of Parents, Guardians and Supporters 
 

The delivery of Judo in the ACT (and surrounding areas) would not be 
possible without the ongoing commitment of parents, guardians and 
supporters who provide voluntary assistance in many ways.  Their 
expectations and attitudes significantly affect the enjoyment that children 
receive from sport participation. 
 
To ensure that children receive the greatest benefit from their Judo 
activities, JA(ACT) asks that parents, guardians and supporters bear these 
points in mind: 

• If children are interested in Judo, encourage them to play.  However, if 
children are not willing to play, do not force them. 

• Focus upon the child’s efforts and performance rather than the overall 
outcome of the event.  This assists the child in setting realistic goals 
related to her/his ability by reducing the emphasis on winning. 

• Teach children that an honest effort is as important as victory, so that 
the result of each contest is accepted without undue disappointment. 

• Encourage children to always play according to the rules. 
• Never ridicule or shout at a child for making a mistake or losing a 
contest. 

• Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from the playing 
arena. 

• Recognise the value and importance of coaches and referees and allow 
them to control the contest. 

• Be a model of good sports behaviour. 
• Do not walk on the mat at any time if you are not a part of the class, 
particularly in shoes. 

• At tournaments obey all crowd control barriers.  Do not congregate or sit 
in walkways, stand in front of seated spectators, sit in the coaching 
chairs without permission, sit inside barriers, bush against or try to 
move barriers. 

• Be courteous in communication with players, coaches, officials and 
administrators.   

• During tournaments it is not appropriate to yell or swear at officials 
including referees.  If there are any concerns raise them through the 
appropriate channels.  These include, your own coach, the tournament 
commission and the referees’ commission. 

• Physical intimidation of officials will not be tolerated. 



 

c. Players' Code of Behavior 
 

• Play by the rules and within the spirit of Judo 

• Co-operate with your coach and be respectful of other players, without 
them there would be no competition. 

• Never argue with an official.  If you disagree, have your coach or 
manager approach the official through the appropriate channels. 

• Control your temper.  Verbal abuse of officials or other players, 
deliberately distracting or provoking an opponent is neither acceptable 
nor permitted. 

• Treat all players as you would like to be treated.  Do not interfere with, 
bully, or take unfair advantage of another player. 

• Play for the fun of it and not just to please parents and coaches. 
 

d. Any matters arising under the codes of behaviour will be referred to the 
JA(ACT) Committee for further action. 
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